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and lasting. As soon as either of these winds begins
to blow, caution is necessary, however favorable it
may be,—especially if the sky be overcast, and there
be any appearance of a storm. For then, as at sea,
the waters roar, rise, and foam; and, by the conflicts
of a thousand waves, pursuing and following one
another, or breaking successively one after another,
they warn the canoemen to paddle vigorously, and
reach land quickly. May I venture, my Reverend
Father, to give you one or two instances of it?
During the first year of my mission, between the
trips that I made to Tadoussac for the consolation of
my neophytes, I was called one day to go to a sick
man in urgent need. As I had, as yet, no experi-
ence of the danger to be encountered on this capri-
cious river, I wished to hasten my journey; and,
although I had only an old canoe for 4 paddles, I
had to travel at night. The weather was fine, and
the moon at its full showed no sign of a squall.
Meanwhile my 2 Savage canoemen were falling
asleep. Tired of awakening them at every moment,
I at last allowed them to give way to slumber. I
took a paddle, and paddled and steered, allowing
the current of the tide, which helped me, to drift me
along. Some time afterward, one of my men awoke,
and took his paddle; and, as it is the custom of the
Savages, who are exceedingly independent among
themselves, never to say anything to one another
about work, for fear of giving offense, he begged
me to rouse the other. I did so, and being in my
turn overcome by drowsiness, and seeing only an
easy navigation, I rested my head and arms on one
of the thwarts of the canoe. I had barely fallen
asleep when—as I understood as yet but a few



